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Sarah couldn’t wait to start her 
higher education course!

In higher education you’ll meet 
like-minded people who are just 

as passionate about your 
favourite subject as you are

Higher education offers the 
perfect opportunity to move away 

from home and experience the 
student lifestyle, surrounded by 
hundreds of people in the same 

boat 

... as well as internships, study abroad 
opportunities, apprenticeships and more!

The benefits of just a few years in higher 
education will last you a lifetime

You’ll dive deep into the topics 
you’re most passionate about, 

learning new skills that you may 
never have discovered elsewhere.

Where will 
higher 

education take 
you?

Designed by Trinity, Durham Sixth Form Centre

For many students like Sarah, higher education offers an exciting opportunity to move away from home and have a first 
taste of independence living in a new place. If you decide to move away to study, you might choose to live in student 
halls or in shared rented accommodation. Most higher education institutions will hold open events throughout the year. 
If you’re unable to visit in person, virtual open days are a great alternative and you can research student accommodation 
options on university or college websites. 

See the UCAS website for a list of virtual campus tours from across the country!

Some students prefer to stay at home whilst studying for a higher education qualification. You may want to attend a 
local university or college within commuting distance; there are 5 universities across the North East and a number of 
colleges which all offer higher education. Whatever you decide, it’s all about making the best choice for you!

Transition to higher educationTransition to higher education
Being independent in higher education does not mean that you have to do everything by yourself. It also means knowing 
when to ask for help and where to go for support. For some students, the transition from college or sixth form to 
higher education can be challenging, but it’s important to remember that there’s lots of help available to support you in 
navigating student life:

•	 Academic support – such as study skills guidance and drop ins with teaching staff or personal tutors

•	 Welfare and wellbeing – including student information, advice and counselling services

•	 Additional support for students with disabilities

Use the knowledge you’ve learnt to bust some common myths about higher education!

Can you work out if each statement is true or fal se?
1.	 Higher education can only be studied at university     True       false

2.	 I can study an apprenticeship at university level     True       false

3.	 Higher education courses all last three years    True       false

4.	 I won’t have to pay my student loans back as soon as I graduate     True       false

5.	 I have to study a traditional subject in higher education (e.g. Maths, 
	 English, Science)     True       false

 

answers are on pg. 15.

Home or away?Home or away?

https://www.ucas.com
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Use the space below to create your own comic strip about higher education. You could focus on what it might be like to 

study a particular subject or the social activities and societies you might get involved in. 

Plan your student lifePlan your student life

Use this space to write down your 
thoughts and feelings about higher 
education after reading this guide.  

My My 
Thoughts Thoughts 

AnswersAnswers
Pg. 3
Down
1.	 APPRENTICESHIP
3.	 QUALIFICATION
5.	 SEMINAR
6.	 SOCIETY

Across
2.	 BURSARY 
4.	 FRESHERS
7.	 INDEPENDENCE
8.	 LECTURE 

www.futureme.ac.uk
Find out more about higher education opportunities in  

the North East.

www.ucas.com
Look for courses and application tips on the UCAS website. 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
Find out what different jobs involve at the National Careers 

Service website. 

www.amazingapprenticeships.com
Learn more about apprenticeships and how to apply

ReflectionReflectionReflectionReflection

If you still have any questions remaining, you can find out further information here:

Pg. 7 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
JOURNALISM
MUSIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPANISH
GRAPHIC DESIGN
ENGINEERING
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
MEDICINE

p.9
Nurse [£0 per month]
Chartered Accountant [£25.68 per month]
Newly Qualified Teacher [£0 per month]
Pharmacist [£35.92 per month]
Building Surveyor [£160.68 per month]

p.11
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FOOTBALL 
DRAMA
BAKING
A CAPPELLA
PHOTOGRAPHY
ROCK CLIMBING
HISTORY
ART
CINEMA
JUDO

Pg. 13
1.	 False. Higher education covers all qualifications at level 4 and above. Higher education can be studied at universities, 

but also at some colleges and in partnership with workplaces (apprenticeships). 
2.	 True. Degree apprenticeships are equivalent to traditional university degrees. Degree apprenticeship opportunities 

can be very competitive, as they allow students to combine workplace experience and earning a wage with studying 
for a higher education qualification. 

3.	 False. There are lots of different types of higher education qualifications, which require different lengths of 
study (from 1 year upwards). If you choose to study part-time, this can also affect how long a course lasts.

4.	 True. You will only start paying back your student loan when you start earning over £26,575 per year* and you will 
only pay back a small percentage of your salary.

5.	 False. There are over 50,000 courses which you could choose from, ranging from traditional subjects that you 
can study at school, through to Animation, Policing, and Ethical Hacking. 

Look back at pg2  Look back at pg2  
 have your questions been answered? have your questions been answered?

Look back at pg2Look back at pg2    
  have your questions been answered?have your questions been answered?

http://www.futureme.ac.uk
http://www.ucas.com
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
http://www.amazingapprenticeships.com


Contact us:

The ideas in this comic book were developed by Molly (Easington Academy), Milly 

(Biddick Academy), Luke (Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy), Isabella (Walker 

Riverside Academy) and Trinity (Durham Sixth Form Centre), and were the winning 

entries of the 2020 FutureMe Challenge. 

With thanks to Anton Brand for transforming the winning ideas into the artwork 

found in this comic book. 

Design and Print by Alphagraphics. 

www.futureme.ac.uk

info@futureme.ac.uk

   @futureme_ne 

   futuremenortheast

   futureme_ne 

http://www.futureme.ac.uk
mailto:info%40futureme.ac.uk?subject=
https://twitter.com/futureme_ne?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/futuremenortheast/
https://www.instagram.com/futureme_ne/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/futuremenortheast/
https://www.instagram.com/futureme_ne/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/futureme_ne?lang=en
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