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Three things I already know 
about higher education: 

This guide is designed to show you 
how higher education could help you 
reach your goals. Before you take 
a look, here’s a chance to reflect 
on what you already know about 
higher education and to identify any 
questions you have.    

wwhehere are re are 
you atyou at

Higher educationHigher educationHigher education

Three questions I have about 
higher education:

Use the crossword clues to reveal 
the higher 

education terms 
and solve the 

puzzle. 

Down  
1.	 A combination of work and study by mixing paid on-the-job training with classroom 

learning (14) 

3.	 An award achieved after successfully completing a course of study (13) 

5.	 A type of lesson where a smaller group of people have an open discussion about a topic 
(7) 

6.	 A student organisation or club formed for a specific purpose or activity (7) 

Across  
2.	 A sum of money given to someone to enable them to study (7)  

4.	 A term referring to first year students (8) 

7.	 Something that you may gain through higher education (i.e. the freedom to make your 
own decisions and choices) (12) 

8.	 A type of lesson where lots of people (sometimes hundreds) will listen to a talk on a 
particular topic by someone who is an expert on that subject (7) 

answers on pg. 15.

1.

3.

2.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1.

2.

3.

You can also test out 
your knowledge of higher 
education terms using our HE 
crossword puzzle.

crosswordcrosswordcrossword

1.

2.

3.
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1

Entry

Level

6

5
Foundation Degree/

HND
Diploma of Higher 

Education

4 HNC

BTEC Cert/Diploma

BTEC First Diploma

Certificate of Higher 
Education

AS/A2

GCSE A*-C / 9-4

GCSE D-F / 3-1

Basic Skills

-  Qualification  -

NVQ 7

Advanced Apprenticeship/ 
NVQ 3

Apprenticeship/ NVQ 2

NVQ 1

Higher/Degree 
Apprenticeships

NVQ 4-6

Master’s Degree/Doctorate

Master’s Degree/Doctorate

Types ofTypes of Higher EducationHigher EducationTypes of Higher Education

Higher educationHigher education  
isn’t just university!isn’t just university!

Higher education refers to any qualification at level 4 or above. You might 
choose to go on to higher education after you have finished studying at 
sixth form or college. Many people believe that higher education just means 
studying for a degree at university, but there are lots of other options 
too. You can also study a range of higher education qualifications at 
college. Alternatively, you could earn while you learn by completing an 
apprenticeship.   

There are lots of different higher education options - it’s all about making 
the right choice for you!

An apprenticeship allows you to earn a wage alongside studying for a 
qualification. You’ll get hands on experience in the workplace, whilst also 
learning valuable skills that are needed for the industry you’re working in. 
Apprentices generally spend four days a week at their place of work and 
one day a week at a place of study (such as a college or university). If you 
want to take your education to the next level without having to spend too 
much time in a classroom then an apprenticeship might be the option for 
you. 

Higher education is your first step 
towards great opportunities in 

your life!

You can study a course you love, 
and you can study with passionate 

people, just like you

It’s an amazing way to meet new 
people and try new activities

There is plenty of financial 
support available!

And some courses let you earn, 
while you learn

So, what are you 
waiting for?

APPRENTICESHIPSAPPRENTICESHIPSAPPRENTICESHIPS

Designed by Molly, Easington Academy 
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Did you know that there are more than 50,000 higher education courses on offer across the UK 

at over 395 colleges and universities? 

There are so many courses that you could study – some of them will be in familiar subject areas, 

but there are lots of subjects available at higher education which aren’t taught at school and 

which you might never have considered. 

MISNARLJOU

HAPGRIC SIGNED

INNERINGGEE

MONIVLANTERNE CENICSE

DEMINICE

SNUBIESS  TENAGNAmME 

SUMIC 

YOHSIPAPTHERY

NASPISH

SUBJECT SCRAMBLESUBJECT SCRAMBLESUBJECT SCRAMBLE

Designed by Milly, Biddick Academy

I just 
didn’t see the

point of higher 
education

… a chance 
to travel the 

worLd

… meet 
new 

friends

You 
didn’t miss 

much, just …

But that 
was only if you 

wanted to

 … become 
an expert in 
your subject

such as 
becoming a 

doctor

unlock 
different career

opportunities  

coursescoursescourses

You may have a specific 
career in mind and in a lot 
of cases there may be more 
than one route you can take 
to achieve your dream job. 
Or you may not be planning 
for a particular career, but 
studying a higher education 
qualification could open up a 
wide range of future career 
options.

Unlock career opportunities
GCSEs

a lEVELS BTECS ADVANCED 
APPRENTICESHIP

hONOURS 
dEGREE

fOUNDATIOn 
dEGREE

dEGREE 
APPRENTICESHIP

My future career

It’s never too early to start thinking about your future options. Here are some questions to ask yourself: 

•	 What is your favourite subject now? What are you really interested in learning about?
•	 Do you have a specific career in mind? Is a particular subject or qualification required for this career 

path? 

Finding the right subject for you can be the key to unlocking future opportunities!

find your pathfind your pathfind your pathfind your path

answers on pg. 15.
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In addition to the financial support available from 
the government, some students also receive bursaries 
or scholarships from their universities or colleges. 
Unlike government loans, bursaries and scholarships 
do not have to be paid back. Universities and colleges 
will all have different criteria for allocating this 
financial support, so it’s a good idea to do some 
research when you’re thinking about applying to 
study at a particular institution. 

Social Media Manager
Average Salary = £27,575 per year
9% of anything over £26,575
therefore 9% of £1,000
9% of £1,000 = £90 per year
= £7.50 per month

Nurse
Starting salary = £24,907 per year  

Chartered Accountant
Starting salary = £30,000 per year  

Newly Qualified Teacher
Starting salary = £25,714 per year   

Pharmacist
Starting salary = £31,365 per year   

Building Surveyor
Average salary = £48,000

There are costs involved in studying higher education, but this 
certainly shouldn’t put you off, as there’s lots of support 
available to help you take this next step.

Universities and colleges charge a tuition fee for their higher 
education courses, which is used to pay for teaching, facilities, 
and campus services to ensure that you’ll have a great student 
experience. The cost of higher education courses does vary 
across institutions, but there’s a maximum amount that can be 
charged. It’s not necessary to pay any of this cost upfront, 
as tuition fee loans are provided by the government to cover 
the cost of higher education course fees.  

In addition, you can also get support from the government 
for your living expenses whilst you’re in higher education. 
Students are entitled to a maintenance loan, which can be used 
to pay for things like accommodation, food, equipment, and 
anything else you might need to buy whilst you’re studying. The 
amount of maintenance loan that you’ll be able to claim will 
vary depending on factors such as:

•	 Whether you move away to study, 
or live at home

•	 What your household income is
•	 Whether or not you’re studying 

in London

you don’t have to pay any of your student loan back until 
you’ve finished higher education and started earning at least 
£26,575 per year.* You’ll then start to pay back 9% of 
anything you earn over this annual threshold. You’ll only 
ever make repayments when you are earning over this amount. 
After 30 years, any remaining debt that you haven’t paid off 
will be cancelled.  

*Correct as of April 2020 (subject to change).

Bursaries and Bursaries and 
scholarshipsscholarships
Bursaries and 
scholarships

RepaymentRepaymentRepayment

Student Finance Student Finance 

Can you figure Can you figure 
out the monthly out the monthly 
student loan student loan 
repayments for repayments for 
these salaries?these salaries?**

Debit Card

Hey! I'm getting 
the bus to my higher 
education course, 
wanna come with 

me?

Higher
education!? Isn't

that expensive?

I can pay 
my loans back in the 
future, and I hope 

to be earning good 
money when I

graduate!

But surely 
it's better to

just get a job
straight away?

Absolutely not! 
I build valuable skills 

and get so many 
amazing  Opportunities 

in higher
education!

All my friends are 
already on the bus. 
I've met so many 

great people where 
I study.

i’LL SEND YOU
A LINK TO FutureMe-

YOU CAN LOOK FURTHER
INTO HIGHER EDUCATION

there are so many 
different
options.

MAYBE 
HIGHER EDUCATION IS 

FOR ME...

WOW! That sounds
really good actually.
Look, here's your bUs

now...

Designed by Luke, Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy

answers on pg. 15.
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Studying for a higher education qualification isn’t all work and no play! Going to university or college offers the 
opportunity to make friends and spend time enjoying new or existing hobbies. 

Higher education institutions have a range of extracurricular and social activities on offer, so you’re sure to 
meet other people who share your interests. These groups are often called societies, and they provide a great 
opportunity to meet new people and maintain a healthy work-life balance. There are also opportunities to develop 
new skills, which could help your studies and future employment; societies are run by students, so each club offers 
the chance to take on positions of responsibility and leadership. 

Clubs and societiesClubs and societiesWhat do you
think of when you 

hear higher 
education?

It’s not at all 
like that! Here, let 

me show yoU

You can join cool 
societies

There are loads of 
practical lessons

And it’s a great, 
interactive 
experience

Plus you can get 
financial support to 
help pay for it – so 
you don’t have to 

worry!

Wow! 
That actually 
sounds really 

cool. Maybe I will 
apply after

all

Hmm…

Boring 
lessons AND
Difficult 

responsibilities

And loads of debt

Designed by Isabella, Walker Riverside Academy 

There are also opportunities to get involved with 
sport at a variety of different levels. Whilst studying 
for a higher education qualification, you could take 
up a new sport just for fun, or play on behalf of 
your institution at a national level. SportsSports

   Can you crack the cryptogram 
and reveal the names of 
student societies and sports? 
Each number corresponds 
to a different letter of the 
alphabet. We’ve given you a few 
to get you started!

9 11 20 3 5

A B C D E F G H I J K L M

24 2 15 17

n o p q r s t u v w x y z

11 7 7 21 1 9 3 3

4 16 9 5 9

1 9 20 6 24 8

9 13 9 2 2 10 3 3 9

2 22 7 21 7 8 16 9 2 22 17

16 7 13 20 13 3 6 5 1 6 24 8

22 6 15 21 7 16 17

9 16 21

13 6 24 10 5 9

14 19 4 7 answers are on pg. 15.
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Sarah couldn’t wait to start her 
higher education course!

In higher education you’ll meet 
like-minded people who are just 

as passionate about your 
favourite subject as you are

Higher education offers the 
perfect opportunity to move away 

from home and experience the 
student lifestyle, surrounded by 
hundreds of people in the same 

boat 

... as well as internships, study abroad 
opportunities, apprenticeships and more!

The benefits of just a few years in higher 
education will last you a lifetime

You’ll dive deep into the topics 
you’re most passionate about, 

learning new skills that you may 
never have discovered elsewhere.

Where will 
higher 

education take 
you?

Designed by Trinity, Durham Sixth Form Centre

For many students like Sarah, higher education offers an exciting opportunity to move away from home and have a first 
taste of independence living in a new place. If you decide to move away to study, you might choose to live in student 
halls or in shared rented accommodation. Most higher education institutions will hold open events throughout the year. 
If you’re unable to visit in person, virtual open days are a great alternative and you can research student accommodation 
options on university or college websites. 

See the UCAS website for a list of virtual campus tours from across the country!

Some students prefer to stay at home whilst studying for a higher education qualification. You may want to attend a 
local university or college within commuting distance; there are 5 universities across the North East and a number of 
colleges which all offer higher education. Whatever you decide, it’s all about making the best choice for you!

Transition to higher educationTransition to higher education
Being independent in higher education does not mean that you have to do everything by yourself. It also means knowing 
when to ask for help and where to go for support. For some students, the transition from college or sixth form to 
higher education can be challenging, but it’s important to remember that there’s lots of help available to support you in 
navigating student life:

•	 Academic support – such as study skills guidance and drop ins with teaching staff or personal tutors

•	 Welfare and wellbeing – including student information, advice and counselling services

•	 Additional support for students with disabilities

Use the knowledge you’ve learnt to bust some common myths about higher education!

Can you work out if each statement is true or fal se?
1.	 Higher education can only be studied at university     True       false

2.	 I can study an apprenticeship at university level     True       false

3.	 Higher education courses all last three years    True       false

4.	 I won’t have to pay my student loans back as soon as I graduate     True       false

5.	 I have to study a traditional subject in higher education (e.g. Maths, 
	 English, Science)     True       false

 

answers are on pg. 15.

Home or away?Home or away?

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/open-days-and-events/virtual-tours
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Use the space below to create your own comic strip about higher education. You could focus on what it might be like to 

study a particular subject or the social activities and societies you might get involved in. 

Plan your student lifePlan your student life

Use this space to write down your 
thoughts and feelings about higher 
education after reading this guide.  

My My 
Thoughts Thoughts 

AnswersAnswers
Pg. 3
Down
1.	 APPRENTICESHIP
3.	 QUALIFICATION
5.	 SEMINAR
6.	 SOCIETY

Across
2.	 BURSARY 
4.	 FRESHERS
7.	 INDEPENDENCE
8.	 LECTURE 

www.futureme.ac.uk
Find out more about higher education opportunities in  

the North East.

www.ucas.com
Look for courses and application tips on the UCAS website. 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
Find out what different jobs involve at the National Careers 

Service website. 

www.amazingapprenticeships.com
Learn more about apprenticeships and how to apply

ReflectionReflectionReflectionReflection

If you still have any questions remaining, you can find out further information here:

Pg. 7 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
JOURNALISM
MUSIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPANISH
GRAPHIC DESIGN
ENGINEERING
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
MEDICINE

p.9
Nurse [£0 per month]
Chartered Accountant [£25.68 per month]
Newly Qualified Teacher [£0 per month]
Pharmacist [£35.92 per month]
Building Surveyor [£160.68 per month]

p.11

9 1 13 4 10 11 8 22 6 14 20 3 5

A B C D E F G H I J K L M

24 7 2 16 15 21 19 17

n o p q r s t u v w x y z

FOOTBALL 
DRAMA
BAKING
A CAPPELLA
PHOTOGRAPHY
ROCK CLIMBING
HISTORY
ART
CINEMA
JUDO

Pg. 13
1.	 False. Higher education covers all qualifications at level 4 and above. Higher education can be studied at universities, 

but also at some colleges and in partnership with workplaces (apprenticeships). 
2.	 True. Degree apprenticeships are equivalent to traditional university degrees. Degree apprenticeship opportunities 

can be very competitive, as they allow students to combine workplace experience and earning a wage with studying 
for a higher education qualification. 

3.	 False. There are lots of different types of higher education qualifications, which require different lengths of 
study (from 1 year upwards). If you choose to study part-time, this can also affect how long a course lasts.

4.	 True. You will only start paying back your student loan when you start earning over £26,575 per year* and you will 
only pay back a small percentage of your salary.

5.	 False. There are over 50,000 courses which you could choose from, ranging from traditional subjects that you 
can study at school, through to Animation, Policing, and Ethical Hacking. 

Look back at pg2  Look back at pg2  
 have your questions been answered? have your questions been answered?

Look back at pg2Look back at pg2    
  have your questions been answered?have your questions been answered?

http://www.futureme.ac.uk
http://www.ucas.com
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
http://www.amazingapprenticeships.com


Contact us:

The ideas in this comic book were developed by Molly (Easington Academy), Milly 

(Biddick Academy), Luke (Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy), Isabella (Walker 

Riverside Academy) and Trinity (Durham Sixth Form Centre), and were the winning 

entries of the 2020 FutureMe Challenge. 

With thanks to Anton Brand for transforming the winning ideas into the artwork 

found in this comic book. 

Design and Print by Alphagraphics. 

www.futureme.ac.uk

info@futureme.ac.uk

   @futureme_ne 

   futuremenortheast

   futureme_ne 

http://www.futureme.ac.uk
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